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Volunteer

Erequently Asked Questions

Who needs clearances?

Beginning July 1, 2015, an adult applying for an unpaid position as a voiunteer
respensible for the welfare of a child or having direct contact with children will need
clearances.

What is the definition of child? |
For purposes of clearances, a child is an individual under 18 years of age.

How is direct contact with children defined? i
Direct contact with children is defined in § 6303 (relating to Emm:&o:mu as the care,
supervision, guidance or control of children or routine interaction with children.

How do I determine who in my agency ar organization needs clearances?
In order to determine who in your agency or arganization is required to obtain
clearances as a condition of volunteering with children, you must first confirm that
the applicant is an adult, as only adult volunteers are required to obtain clearances.

You should then carefully cansider whether the volunteer isresponsible for the
welfare of a child or has direct contact with children. |
When determining whether a volunteer is responsible for Er welfare of a child
consider whether the volunteer is acting in lieu of or on behalf of a parent. If they
are acting in lieu of or on behalf of a parent, they will need clearances. If a
determination is made that the volunteer is not responsible for the welfare of a
child, you then move on to the second avenue for consideration; whether they have
direct contact with chifdren.

The second avenue for consideration is whether the volunteer has direct contact
with children because they provide care, supervision, guidance or contro! of children
or have routine interaction with children. As the terms are not defined in the statute
we suggest that the common meaning of these terms be used, with child safety
serving as the paramount consideration. If the answer to this question is that they
provide care, guidance, supervision ar control of children, they need clearances. If,
however, you determine they do not/provide care, guidance, supervision cr controt
of children, you then must consider whether they have routine interaction with
children.

With regard to routine interaction with children, consideration should be given to
what the volunteer’s role is within the agency. Is their contact with children regular,
ongoing contact that is integral to their volunteer respons i

If you determine they do have direct contact with children, they need clearances.
If, however, you determine that they do not have direct cantact with children,
clearances are not required.
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Flease be sure to consult your legal counsel when making these determinations.
You should also discuss with your insurers possibie insurance coverage implications.

Which clearances are needed?
All prospective volunteers must obtain the following clearances:
« Report of criminal history from the Pennsylvania State Police (PSP); and
« Child Abuse History Clearance from the Department of Human Services
(Child Abuse).

Additionally, a fingerprint based federal criminal history (FBI) submitted through
the Pennsylvania State Police or its authorized agent is not required if:

» The position the velunteer is applying for is unpaid; and
» The volunteer has been a Pennsylvania resident continuously for the past 10
years.

Volunteers who are not required te obtain the FBI Clearance because they are
applying for an unpaid position and have been a continuous resident of
Pennsylvania for the past 10 years must swear or affirm in writing that they are not
disqualified from service based upon a conviction of an offense under §6344,

When are clearances needed?
Beginning July 1, 2015, prospective volunteers must submit clearances prior to the
commencement of service.

What is the renewal requirement for clearances?

Beginning July 1, 2015, all volunteers will be required to obtain clearances every 36
months., Timeframes for renewed clearances are based upon the date of each
individual clearance. If an individual or agency elected to renew all clearances at
the same time, the date of the oldest clearance rather than the most recent would
be used.

Volunteers are required to gbtain updated clearances as follows:
« Within 36 months of the date of the most recent clearance;
s By July 1, 2016, if the clearance is older than 36 months; or
« By July 1, 2016, if they were approved as a volunteer before July 1, 2015,
and had not received a clearance because they previcusly were not required
to obtain clearances.

How do I obtain my clearances?

The Child Abuse, PSP and FBI clearances can all be applied and paid for
electronically. The FBI clearance also requires a fingerprint submission. All
necessary instructicns and links to apply for these clearances can be feund
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